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UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN IOWA FACULTY SENATE 

Agenda for Meeting of October 27, 2003 

3:15 P.M. State College Room Maucker Union 

CALL TO ORDER 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Minutes of the 10/13/03 meeting 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1. 	 Call for Press Identification 
2. 	 Comments from Provost Podolefsky 
3. 	 Comments from Faculty Chair, Carol Cooper 
4. 	 Comments from Chair Heston 
CONSIDERATION OF CALENDAR ITEMS FOR DOCKETING 
856/766 	 Accept Liberal Arts Core Committee Report on 
Category IV 
NEW 	 BUSINESS 
NISG Resolution on Creation of Faculty Evaluation 
Committee (Information Item) 
Volunteer Activity "Transcripts" for Students 
(Information Item from Donna Vinton) 
ONGOING BUSINESS 
764 	 Emeritus Status request for Carol A. Anderson, 
Chemistry, effective 5/03 
Implementation of New Requirements for Graduation with 
Honors 
CONSIDERATION OF DOCKETED ITEMS 
ADJOURNMANT 
UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN IOWA FACULTY SENATE 
Calendar item 856 Docket Number _ _ ___
---=-.;:;....:;;..- ­
Title: Accept Liberal Arts Core Committee Repor t on Ca t ogor y IV 
Standard Motions 
1. Place at head of docket, out of regular order. 
__2. Docket in regular order. 
__3. Docket because of special circumstances for _ ___ _ _ ____ _ _ 
And notify sender(s) . 
__4. Refer to (standing committee) _________________ ~ 
__5. Refer to (administrative officer) ____ ___________ _ _ 
__6. Refer to (ad hoc committee) _ __________________ 
__7. Return to petitioner with request for a more specific proposal. 
__8. Return to petitioner with request for additional information and documentation. 
__9. Return to petitioner because of decision not to docket at this time. 
__10. Other procedural disposition __________ _ _______ 
NOTES 
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Executive Summary 

• 	 The Student Outcomes Assessment (SOA) subcommittee clarified and revised the goals 
and outcomes for students completing the category requirements . 
• 	 The SOA developed a plan to assess those outcomes beginning Fall 2003. The plan 
involves positing open-ended questions to a sample of students who completed the 
category, as well as embedded questions in examinations in Category IV courses. 
Assistant Dean Phyllis Baker will lead that effort. 
• 	 The Student Perceptions subcommittee surveyed 839 students who completed Category 
IV requirements. The survey was available on-line via MyUniverse. Responses indicated 
generally positive views of the category. Students overwhelmingly thought the courses 
contributed to their knowledge and understanding, though they were Jess convinced that 
the courses changed their perspecti ve. 
• 	 The Faculty Perceptions subcommittee surveyed 29 faculty who taught a Category IV 
course in academic year 2002-2003. Faculty responses indicated that the content 
presented in the courses matched the Category IV goals developed by the SOA 
subcommittee. Faculty who made comments on the survey expressed reservations about 
the large size of some Category IV courses. 
• 	 Several courses in Group C of the category are offered inegularly or not at all. The 
committee recommends that those courses be dropped. They are 900:080 Conflict and 
Social Reconstruction; 900:085 Nature of Social Issues; 900:090 Children and Youth: 
Issues; and 940:020 Contemporary Political Problems. 
• 	 There appears to be an implicit core in Category IV. Specifically, students tend to take 
Psychology, World Geography, and Human Identity and Relationships. There is some 
concern among committee members that these courses do not impart the desired breadth 
of content knowledge, and that it might be possible to anange the courses in such a way 
as to increase the depth of knowledge gained in the core. 
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University of Northern Iowa 

May 1,2003 
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Executive Summary 

• 	 The Student Outcomes Assessment (SOA) subcommittee clarified and revised the goals 
and outcomes for students completing the category requirements. 
• 	 The SOA developed a plan to assess those outcomes beginning Fall 2003. The plan 
involves positing open-ended questions to a sample of students who completed the 
category, as well as embedded questions in examinations in Category IV courses. 
Assistant Dean Phyllis Baker will lead that effort. 
• 	 The Student Perceptions subcommittee surveyed 839 students who completed Category 
IV requirements. The survey was available on-line via MyUniverse. Responses indicated 
generally positive views of the category. Students overwhelmingly thought the courses 
contributed to their knowledge and understanding, though they were less convinced that 
the courses changed their perspective. 
• 	 The Faculty Perceptions subcommittee surveyed 29 faculty who taught a Category IV 
course in academic year 2002-2003 . Faculty responses indicated that the content 
presented in the courses matched the Category IV goals developed by the SOA 
subcommittee. Faculty who made comments on the survey expressed reservations about 
the large size of some Category IV courses. 
• 	 Several courses in Group C of the category are offered irregularly or not at all. The 
committee recommends that those courses be dropped. They are 900:080 Conflict and 
Social Reconstruction; 900:085 Nature of Social Issues; 900:090 Children and Youth : 
Issues; and 940:020 Contemporary Political Problems. 
• 	 There appears to be an implicit core in Category IV. Specifically, students tend to take 
Psychology, World Geography, and Human Identity and Relationships. There is some 
concern among committee members that these courses do not impart the desired breadth 
of content knowledge, and that it might be possible to arrange the courses in such a way 
as to increase the depth of knowledge gained in the core. 
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Introduction 

Introduction 
The goals of the Liberal Arts Core Category Review are: 
1. 	 To inform the Liberal Arts Core Committee of the program's operation. 
2. 	 To promote collective adherence to the philosophy of the Liberal Arts Core. 
3. 	 To identify areas of concem and propose solutions. 
Audiences for the Evaluation 
The primary audiences for this evaluation are: 
• 	 Jill Wallace, Dean of the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Liberal Arts Core Committee 
Faculty Senate 
University administrators 
Category IV Review Subcommittee's 
Student Outcomes Assessment 
• 	 Phyllis Baker (Associate Dean, CSBS), subcommittee chair 
• 	 John Johnson (Head, History) 
• 	 Kenneth McCormick (Professor, Economics) 
• 	 Roy Sandstrom (Liaison to the Liberal Arts Core Committee), ex officio 
• Mitchell Strauss (Associate Professor, DFCS) 

Student Perceptions Assessment 

• 	 Tim Strauss, (Geography), subcommittee chair 
• 	 Laura Praglin (Social Work) 
• Julie Lowell (Sociology, Anthropology, Criminology) 

Faculty Perceptions Assessment 

• 	 Adam Butler, (Psychology), subcommittee chair 
• 	 Phil Mauceri, (Political Science) 
• 	 Carol Weisenberger, (History) 
/ 
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Student Outcomes Assessment 

Introduction: 
Early in the 2002 fall semester, the Category 4 Review Team charged a Subcommittee of its 
members to review and, if necessary, update the existing statement of goals, competencies and 
outcomes for Category 4. The Subcommittee was also charged with creating a student outcomes 
assessment plan for the Category. 
The Subcommittee met a number of times during the 2002 fall semester. During these meetings, 
it did the following: 
--reviewed the existing statement of goals, competencies and outcomes for Category 4. 
--proposed for adoption a new statement of goals and outcomes (see below). 
-discussed a variety of outcomes assessment plans. 
-held an Open FOlllm on December 3,2002, with CSBS faculty to discuss goals, 
outcomes, and assessment options 
-proposed suggestions for student outcomes assessment for Category 4 (see below), for 
implementation in the 2003 fall semester. 
Goal and Objectives: 
After reviewing of the existing goals, outcomes and competencies for Category 4, the 
Subcommittee determined that the goals needed to be more specifically identified and more 
tightly framed. It also determined that what had been tenned "competencies" in the previous 
review cycle were largely coterminous with outcomes. Thus, the Subcommittee eliminated any 
attempt to identify or measure competencies in its statement. 
The Subcommittee proposed and, with slight modifications, the Category 4 Review Team 
adopted the following statement of goals and outcomes for Category 4: 
Goals: The Subcommittee understands the tenn "goal" to be an end toward which a course of 
study is directed. The principal goals that we affirm for the courses in Category 4 are: 
1) To acquaint students with some of the economic, environmental, geographical, 
historical, psychological and socio-cultural influences on human behavior, social 
relationshi ps, and social institutions. 
2) To contribute to our students' knowledge and understanding of how human behavior 
can be analyzed from various social scientific and historical perspectives. 
I 
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3) In addition, the instructors of courses in Category 4 share the broader goals of the 
Liberal Arts Core, especially that of enhancing our students' clitical analysis and logical 
thinking. 
Outcomes: The Subcommittee understands the term "outcome" to be a demonstrable general 
consequence of the process ofattempting to reach goals. The principal outcomes that we believe 
reasonable for students completing the requirements in Category 4 are: 
1) To be able to discuss some of the kinds of questions that social scientists and historians 
ask and how they seek answers to those questions. 
2) To be able to articulate some of the major concepts, models and issues within the 
social sciences and history. 
3) To be able to comprehend and identify ways in which human behavior, relationships 
and institutions are influenced by economic, environmental, geographical, historical, 
political, psychological and socio-cultural structures and processes. 
4) To be able to describe and identify the limitations of at least two methods that social 
scientists employ to explore social and behavioral phenomena. Such methods include, 
but are not limited to, the following: observation, hypothesis development, 
experimentation, mathematical analysis and interpretative analysis . 
Student Outcomes Assessment: 
The instructors in Category 4 have not, to date, engaged in systematic outcomes assessment of 
student learning in the Social Science component of the Liberal Arts Core Curriculum. After 
examining models of the assessment of the core curriculum at other institutions, reviewing some 
of the literature on outcomes assessment, and reflecting upon the suggestions of Social Science 
faculty at the December 2002 Open Forum, the Subcommittee proposed the following directives 
for SOA in Category 4: 
1. That the first formal SOA of Category 4 take place during the 2003 fall semester and 
be coordinated by the Associate Dean of CSBS. 
2. That one component of the 2003 fall assessments be the positing of open-ended 
questions by selected Social Science faculty to samples of students who have completed 
the requirements for Category 4. The questions posed would seek to determine how well 
the students had absorbed the outcomes noted above. 
3. That a second component of the 2003 fall assessments take the form of embedded 
questions in the examinations of selected Social Science faculty. These questions would 
solicit open-ended responses of students designed to determine how well students have 
absorbed some of the outcomes noted above. 
8 Liberal Arts Core Category IV Review 
4. That the results of the 2003 fall assessments be assembled, reported to the Social 
Science faculty, and reviewed by the Associate Dean and an ad hoc committee of her 
choosing to see if the assessment procedures need to be modified in subsequent 
assessment iterations. This ad hoc committee should be encouraged to think creatively 
about assessment strategies for Category 4 and not be bound by either or both of the two 
methods proposed herein. 
5. That some form of SOA for Category 4 be conducted in the fall semesters of odd­
numbered years, e.g. 2003, 2005, 2007, etc. 
/ 
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Faculty Perceptions Assessment 

Introduction 
The subcommittee was charged with answering the following questions: 
1) 	 To what degree does the catalog description reflect the course as it is currently 
delivered? Are changes in the catalog description or course content needed? If so, 
identify needed changes. 
2) What are the primary instructional methods used in the course? What types of student 
activities are included in the course? 
3) Have changes in the relative emphasis of content areas been made? If so, identify the 
changes. 
4) If multiple sections are offered, how is comparability across sections assessed and 
insured? 
5) What are the primary instructional methods used in the course? What types of student 
activities are included in the course? 
6) What writing opportunities are there within the course? 
7) How is student achievement of the course objectives assessed? 
8) What are considered to be the major strengths and weaknesses of the course? 
9) What, if any, changes need to be made to insure the integrity of this offering? 
10) List additional faculty concerns or comments. 
Methods 
Faculty Survey 
In February 2003, faculty members who taught in Category 4 during the 2002-2003 
academic year were contacted via email to respond to a brief web-based survey. In total, 29 
faculty members completed the survey. Table 1 shows the number of facuIty by Social Science 
Group. Table Al in Appendix A shows the number of faculty respondents by type of course. It 
should be noted that four of the 18 courses under review were not taught during the 2002-2003 
academic year and thus, no faculty responded to questions regarding these courses (see Table Al 
in Appendix A). In addition, no faculty who taught American Racial and Ethnic Minorities 
responded to the survey. 
A web-based survey was created to obtain answers to the Liberal Arts Core Course 
Review questions (see Appendix B for a copy of the survey). The survey asked faculty members 
to rate a series of statements pertaining to a Category IV course that they taught or were teaching 
during the current academic year. Faculty members rated a series of statements regarding their 
course emphasis and content on a three-point scale ranging from "not very much" to "very 
much". They then answered a series of questions pertaining to their instructional methods and 
resources, including how much writing students were required to complete and how students 
were assessed. Finally, faculty members were asked to provide suggestions for ways of 
enhancing students' liberal arts education, as well as, other comments regarding their course. 
/
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Faculty Focus Group 
In March 2003, the subcommittee also contacted the same faculty, again via email, and 
invited them to participate in a focus group meeting. Two faculty members who regularly teach 
in the core and one who occasionally teaches in the core attended. 
The focus group meeting was held in a conference room in Sabin Hall. Participants were 
asked what changes in content emphasis have occurred, how comparability across sections was 
maintained, what were the strengths and weaknesses of the course, and what could improve the 
integrity of the offering. 
Table 1. Number of faculty respondents in each of the three social science groups. 
Social Science Group # Faculty 
Group A: Sociocultural & Historical Perspectives 12 
Group B: Individual & Institutional Perspectives 13 
Group C: Topical Perspectives 4 
Total 29 
Limitations of the Evaluation 
The primary limitation is the small sample size. Further, the three major social science 
groups are not equally represented and a number of course types are not represented at all. Thus, 
the results should be interpreted with caution. 
Results 
Results of the faculty survey will be summarized by each question the subcommittee was 
charged with answering (see above). 
1. To what degree does the catalog description reflect the course as it is currently 
delivered? Are changes in the catalog description or course content needed? If so, 
identify needed changes. 
Faculty were asked to what extent their course content con'esponded to the course 
description. It should be noted that they were able to view the course descriptions within the 
survey prior to answering this question. Most of the faculty (79%) perceived that their course 
content corresponded to the course descliption "very much". Another 21 % believed that it 
"somewhat" corresponded to the description. None of the faculty reported that their course 
corresponded to the course description "not very much". Mean ratings across the three social 
science groups were very similar (range =2.7 to 2.9, overall M =2.8). Table A2 in Appendix A 
shows the mean ratings for this question by course type. 
2. To what degree does the current course outline correspond to the course content as 
approved by the Liberal Arts Core Committee? 
.. 
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There was no existing documentation about course content as approved by the LACC. 
Based on the goals and learning outcomes developed by the student outcomes assessment 
subcommittee, we developed a series of questions to determine the degree to which each course 
covered the prescribed content. First, faculty were asked to what extent their course focused on 
human behavior, human relationships, and institutions. The response scale ranged from "1=not 
very much" to "3=very much". In general, responses indicated that the three broad areas of focus 
were covered in the core. Table 2 shows that the emphasis in Groups A and B tended to be on the 
study of human behavior, whereas Group C courses tended to emphasize all three components. 
Table A3 in Appendix A shows the mean ratings of course emphasis by course type . 
Table 2. Mean ratings of course emphasis by social science group. 
The course focuses on the 
study of ... 
Group A: 
Sociocultural 
& Historical 
N=12 
Group B: 
Individual & 
Institutional 
N=13 
Group c: 
Topical 
N=4 
Total 
N=29 
3. human behavior. 2.9 2.8 3 2.9 
4. human relationships. 2.3 2.5 3 2.5 
5. institutions. 2.6 2.1 2.8 2.4 
Faculty also were asked to what extent their course contributed to students' knowledge of 
a variety of influences on human behavior, relationships, and/or institutions. Again, the scale 
ranged from "1=not very much" to "3=very much". In general, responses indicated that all of the 
influences were covered in the core. Table 3 shows that faculty from Group A placed less 
emphasis on psychological influences, whereas faculty from Group B tended to deemphasize 
economic and geographical influences. Faculty in Group C also placed less emphasis on 
geographical influences. Both Groups A and C appear to strongly emphasize socio-cultural 
influences. (See Table A3 in Appendix A for the mean ratings of course content by course type.) 
, 

/ 
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Table 3. Mean ratings of course content by social science group. 
The course contributes to 
students' knowledge of... 
Group A: 
Socio­
cultural & 
Historical 
N=12 
Group B: 
Individual & 
Institut­
ional 
N=13 
Group C: 
Topical 
N=4 
Total 
N=29 
3. economic influences on human 
behavior, relationshi ps, and/or 
institutions. 
2.5 1.7 2.8 2.2 
4. environmental influences on 
human behavior, relationships, 
and/or institutions. 
2.3 2.4 2.5 2.4 
5. geographical influences on 
human behavior, relationships, 
and/or institutions. 
2.2 1.4 2.0 1.8 
6. historical influences on human 
behavior, relationships, and/or 
institutions. 
2.5 2 2.3 2.2 
7. political influences on human 
behavior, relationships, and/or 
institutions. 
2.4 2.3 2.5 2.4 
8. psychological influences on 
human behavior, relationships, 
and/or institutions. 
1.5 2.5 2.3 1.9 
9. socio-cultural influences on 
human behavior, relationships, 
and/or institutions. 
2.9 2.3 3 2.7 
3. Have changes in the relative emphasis of content areas been made? If so, identify the 
changes. 
Faculty who participated in the focus group were asked this question, and they all 
indicated that changes in emphasis had not occurred in the relatively recent past. In addition, the 
fact that the course offerings generally corresponded to the course description (see question 1 
above), also suggests that changes in emphasis have not occurred. 
4. If multiple sections are offered, how is comparability across sections assessed and 
insured? 
Faculty who participated in the focus group were asked this question. Although there 
were no formal means of ensuring comparability, faculty did informally speak with one another 
about course content. Moreover, while faculty knew of differences among offerings of the same 
course, they believed that the core issues were taught in every section. There was some 
discussion about the implications for academic freedom of requiring comparability across 
sections. 
I 
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5. What are the primary instructional methods used in the course? What types ofstudent 
activities are included in the course? 
When asked to identify which instructional methods they used in their course, all faculty 
reported that they used lecture and most (83%) said they utilized class discussion (see Table 4). 
About half (48%) said they used simulations/demonstrations and a sizable percentage (38%) 
reported that they used student collaboration. Almost 30% used case studies, about 20% used 
guest speakers, and none reported that they used field trips. Table A4 in Appendix A shows the 
number of faculty using each type of instructional method by course type. 
Table 4. Percentage of faculty members by group utilizing each instructional method. 
Instructional Method 
Group A: 
Sociocultural 
& Historical 
N=12 
Group B: 
Individual & 
Institutional 
N=13 
Group C: 
Topical 
N=4 
Total 
N=29 
Lecture 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Discussion 83% 77% 100% 83% 
Student Collaboration 17% 46% 75% 38% 
SimulationslDemonstrations 33% 69% 25% 48% 
Case Studies 42% 23% 0% 28% 
Field Trips 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Guest Speakers 25% 8% 50% 21% 
Faculty also were asked to identify which types of textual resources they used in their 
course. Table 5 shows that almost all faculty used textbooks, whereas only about half each used 
other books, magazines/newspapers, and web-based text. Even fewer faculty used study guides 
(35%), journal articles (35%), or other primary sources (21 %) in their course. Table A5 in 
Appendix A shows the number of faculty using each type of textual resource by course type. 
Table 5. Percentage of faculty members by group utilizing each type of textual resource. 
Textual Resources 
Group A: 
Sociocultural 
& Historical 
N=12 
Group B: 
Individual & 
Institutional 
N=13 
Group C: 
Topical 
N=4 
Total 
N=29 
Textbook 83% 100% 75% 90% 
Other Books 75% 23% 50% 48% 
Study Guide 33% 46% 0% 35% 
MagazinefNewspaper 50% 46% 50% 48% 
Journal Articles 25% 39% 50% 35% 
Web-Based Text 33% 77% 25% 52% 
Other Primary Sources 25% 8% 50% 21% 
/ 
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When faculty were asked to identify multi-media instructional resources they used, most 
reported that they used videos (86%). Roughly two-thirds each also said they used powerpoint, 
web pages, and transparencies in their course. Fewer faculty reported that they used maps (35%) 
and very few said they used slides (10%) or GIS (3%). Table A6 in Appendix A shows the 
number of faculty using each type of multi-media instructional resource by course type. 
Table 6. Percentage of faculty members by group utilizing each type of multi-media 
instructional resource. 
Multi-Media 
Instructional Resources 
Group A: 
Sociocultural 
& Historical 
N=12 
Group B: 
Individual & 
Institutional 
N=13 
Group C: 
Topical 
N=4 
Total 
N=29 
Powerpoint 58% 77% 50% 66% 
Web Pages 58% 85% 50% 69% 
Videos 75% 92% 100% 86% 
Transparencies 75% 54% 75% 66% 
Slides 8% 8% 25% 10% 
Maps 75% 8% 0% 35% 
GIS 8% 0% 0% 3% 
6. 'What writing opportunities are there within the course? 
Faculty were presented with a list of different types of writing "opportunities" and asked 
to identify which ones they used in their course. Roughly a third of the respondents (35% each) 
said they required students to write topical papers, article reviews, and essay exams. A quarter of 
the faculty used participation cards/questions in their course and smaller percentages used book 
reviews (14%) and journals (10%). Table A 7 in Appendix A shows the number of faculty 
providing each type of writing opportunity to students by course type. 
Table 7. Percentage of faculty members by group providing each type of writing 
opportunity to students. 
Writing Opportunities 
Group A: 
Sociocultural 
& Historical 
N=12 
Group B: 
Individual & 
Institutional 
N=13 
Group C: 
Topical 
N=4 
Total 
N=29 
Topical Paper 50% 31% 0% 35% 
Book Review 17% 8% 25% 14% 
Article Review 17% 54% 25% 35% 
Essay Exam 42% 23% 50% 35% 
Journal 0% 8% 50% 10% 
Partici pati on Cards/ 
Questions 17% 39% 0% 24% 
/ 
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Faculty also reported the number of pages of writing that students were required to 
complete in their course. Overall, the mean number of pages required was 12.5 (see Table 8). 
The most common response was 10 pages, with roughly half the faculty reporting that they 
required less than 10 pages of writing and half more than 10 pages. Group C faculty tended to 
require more writing compared to Groups A and B. Five of the respondents did not answer this 
question. Table A8 in Appendix A shows the number of pages of writing required of students by 
course type. 
Table 8. Number of pages of writing required of students. 
Group # Pages 
M 
(SD) 
Range 
Group A: Sociocultural & 
Historical (n=9) 
11 
(2.6) 
7 -15 
Group B: Individual & 
Institutional (n=12) 
12 
(11.6) 
0-30 
Group C: Topical (n=3) 23 
(10.4) 
15 - 35 
Total (n=24) 12.5 
(9.7) 
0-35 
7. How is student achievement ofthe course objectives assessed? 
Faculty were asked to identify which types of assessment they used in their course. 
Almost all (90%) reported that they used exams containing multiple choice/matching!true-false 
questions; more than half (52%) included graded papers; almost half (48%) used student 
participation; and sizable percentages used student attendance (38%) and essay exams (31 %) 
(see Tables 9 and A9 in Appendix A). 
Table 9. Percentage of faculty by group utilizing each type of assessment. 
Method of Student 
Evaluation 
Group A: 
Sociocu Itural 
& Historical 
N=12 
GroupB: 
Individual & 
Institutional 
N=13 
Group C: 
Topical 
N=4 
Total 
N=29 
Closed Ended Test 
Questions 92% 100% 50% 90% 
Essay Tests 42% 15% 50% 31% 
Graded Papers 50% 46% 75% 52% 
Partici pation 58% 46% 25% 48% 
Attendance 58% 15% 50% 38% 
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8-9. What are the strengths and weaknesses and what changes need to be made to insure 
the integrity of this offering? 
Faculty were asked this question in the focus group and were also asked to provide open­
ended responses to the survey question: "What suggestions do you have for the Social Sciences 
Liberal Arts category (IV) that would enhance a student's liberal education?" Several survey 
responses were mentioned by at least two respondents. First, three faculty members said that 
smaller class sizes would be beneficial especially as this was related to increased writing 
opportunities for the students. The importance of smaller sections and writing was also discussed 
in the focus group. Three survey respondents also thought that students should be required to 
complete a course from each discipline. A couple faculty members mentioned that an 
international emphasis should be included. During the focus group, faculty discussed having a 
much smaller core, where students took every class offered. It was agreed that such a structure 
would ensure that a diverse core of knowledge was obtained by all students, but that it would be 
logistically difficult. 
Other suggestions mentioned by survey respondents included: emphasizing the 
importance of the liberal arts courses to students; providing connections between courses; 
providing more depth in the courses rather than broad, generalized coverage; not allowing 
students to transfer community college work for this category; and adding an ethics course 
requirement from the philosophy department. See Appendix C for a complete listing of the 
faculty responses. 
Few additional concerns were mentioned by the faculty. Similar to answers to the 
previous question, two faculty members mentioned that smaller class sizes would be better 
because they require students to complete less writing in larger classes. One respondent said that 
the students did not appear to be prepared for his/her course and that the prerequisites needed to 
be enforced. Similarly, another respondent mentioned that students did not have the critical 
thinking skills necessary and did not want to learn them because they were difficult. See 
Appendix C for a complete listing of the faculty responses. 
Summary 
In general, faculty perceptions indicate that the courses offered in the core meet the revised goals 
and objectives established by the Student Outcomes Assessment Subcommittee for this report. 
The existing course descriptions also offered an accurate depiction of the courses as currently 
taught. Instructors used a wide variety of techniques and materials to teach the courses and a 
similarly wide variety of evaluation approaches. Of particular note is that, even in large classes, 
instructors used techniques such as discussion to involve students with the material. In general, 
as class size increased, instructors assigned fewer pages of writing and were more likely to use 
multiple choice type evaluations of student learning. Instructors also reported a desire to reduce 
class sizes in the courses offered. We noted that several courses in the category (900:080 
Conflict and Social Reconstruction; 900:085 Nature of Social Issues; 900:090 Children and 
Youth: Issues; and 940:020 Contemporary Political Problems) were not offered during the 
evaluation period covered by this report (Academic Year 2002-2003). 
/ 
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Liberal Arts Core Category IV Review 

Student Perceptions Assessment 

Introduction 
The Student Perceptions Subcommittee of the Category IV Review Team was charged with 
analyzing student perceptions of the Social Science requirement of the Liberal Arts Core. The 
Subcommittee gathered information on student perceptions using a survey, similar to the 
approach taken during the last Category IV review, conducted in the spring of 1994, as well as 
during the Category III student perception assessment conducted last year. Relevant 
comparisons between the current and the 1994 Category IV survey are noted below when 
appropriate. 
Survey Method 
The Student Perception Subcommittee administered the survey online via MyUNIverse, the 
personalized web portal used by UNI students. Other methods considered by the Subcommittee 
included in-class surveys, mailed surveys, and a (non-p0l1al) Web-based survey. Several 
concerns were raised about these other methods . Concerns about in-class surveys focused on 
administrative issues, such as the selection of classes in which the survey would be administered, 
coordination with the instructors of these classes, and the use of class time. In addition, surveys 
administered without the use of scan sheets would require much effort to convert written 
responses into a usable format, and surveys administered with scan sheets would limit the 
questions to multiple choice and similar formats. The Subcommittee had similar concerns about 
mailed surveys, as well as concerns about response rate and cost (e.g., photocopying, postage). 
The Subcommittee also considered a Web-based survey in a non-portal Inon-secure environment, 
with one common web link being provided to all students; however, there were concerns about 
targeting the appropriate response group and about individual students taking the survey mUltiple 
times. The use of MyUNIverse was selected as potentially more efficient, targeted, secure, and 
flexible than other options. 
It should be noted that the administration of the Student Perception Survey would not have been 
possible without the cooperation of several individuals on campus, especially Patti Rust 
(Associate Registrar, Student Services and Systems) regarding the use of student records, Julie 
Heiple (Information Technology Services - Information Systems, MyUNIverse P0l1al 
Administration) regarding the use of MyUNIverse, and Ken Connelly (Information Technology 
Services - Network Services, Systems and Operations Manager), regarding the use of mailing 
lists to notifylrecruit targeted respondents . 
Selection of Respondents 
The Student Perception Subcommittee, in consultation with the above individuals from 
Information Technology Services and the Registrar's Office, decided that the survey would be 
made available to all juniors and seniors at UN!. According to an ITS estimate, about 90% of 
juniors and 97% of seniors have completed Category IV requirements. ITS and the 
Subcommittee Team agreed that it was not worth the programming time, cost, or effort to limit 
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the pool by a small percentage (e.g., via complex queries related to courses taken) to those who 
competed all the category requirements. 
Category IV Survey Instrument 
The survey instrument used to gather information contained one question regarding the courses 
students took to satisfy the Category IV requirement, nine multiple-choice questions on student 
perceptions of the category, and one open-ended question to generate additional feedback. To 
prepare the first question, the Subcommittee used the 1996-98 to 2002-2004 UNI catalogs to 
identify classes potentially used by current juniors and seniors to satisfy the Category IV 
requirements. In addition , to account for students transfening from other institutions, the first 
question provided the opportunity to indicate that a given course, comparable to one offered at 
UNI, was taken elsewhere, or that other course(s) not directly comparable to those listed in 
Category IV were taken to satisfy the requirement. 
For the nine multiple-choice questions on student perceptions, the Subcommittee decided not to 
ask questions separately about each class in Category IV taken by each student. This decision, a 
departure from the 1994 survey, reduced the number of required responses by nearly two-thirds, 
which simplified the analysis and likely improved the response rate. It should also be noted that 
a similar approach was taken last year in the Category III survey of student perceptions. 
The questions used in the survey are outlined in Table 10 below. They were designed to 
generate information on the students' general level of satisfaction (Question 2), broader 
objectives of a liberal arts education (Questions 3,4,9, and 10), and more practical results of a 
liberal arts education potentially seen outside the classroom (Questions 5, 6, 7, and 8). (There is , 
of course, some overlap between these categories.) For purposes of comparison, several of the 
questions in the current survey were based on those from the 1994 Category IV survey; new 
questions were also generated and added to the survey. These will be outlined below. 
/ 
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T b] 10 M ]f] h· . th t d ta e : u Ipl e-c OIce quesfIOns III e s u en perceplfIOns survey 
Number Question 
2 Were you satisfied with the choice of classes that can be used to fulfill 
the Social Science category? 
3 Did these courses contribute to your knowledge and understanding of 
the world in which you live? 
4 Did these courses change your perspective on the world and the society 
in which you live? 
5 Did these courses provide knowledge and skills that will help you be an 
informed and active citizen? 
6 Are you more likely than before you took these classes to read a book, 
newspaper report, or magazine article that relates to issues you studied 
in class? 
7 Do you use ideas and information from these classes in discussions and 
arguments you have outside of formal class settings? 
8 Did you learn information or master skills in these classes that will be 
helpful in your career or work environment? 
9 Did you learn useful theoretical frameworks in these classes for 
understanding the social sciences? 
10 Did these courses contribute to your sense of yourself as a well-
educated person? 
For the multiple-choice questions, respondents were given five options from which to choose. 
Two sets of options were used, as outlined in Table 11 below. This was done to encourage 
students to pause and think about their responses rather than instinctively provide the same 
response (e.g., "Agree") across a range of questions. A similar strategy was used in the 1994 
Category IV student perceptions survey. 
11 f f If I OIce QTab]e : 0'PI Ions or M u Iple Ch· uesfIOns 
Option 
Number 
Option Set 1 
(Questions 3, 4, 7, 8, 
9) 
Option Set 2 
(Questions 2, 5, 6, 
10) 
1 Yes, to a great degree Yes, very much so 
2 Yes, to some degree Yes, somewhat so 
3 Not sure Not sure 
4 No, not a great deal No, not much 
5 No, not at all No, not at all 
After the administration of the survey, the results for these questions were provided in several 
forms, including the percentage of students selecting each option as well as the "average 
response" for each question using the option number in the above table (lower numbers indicate 
more "positive", i.e., favorable, responses). Results were also broken down by gender, class 
Uunior/senior), and college. 
Finally, a free-response box was initially provided after each multiple-choice question as an 
opportunity to generate additional feedback. However, during beta testing, the Subcommittee 
Liberal Arts Core Category IV Review 20 
concluded that the response rate could be greatly reduced using this approach within the 
MyUNIverse environment. In the final version, a single free response opportunity was provided 
at the end of the survey. In addition, background data on gender, college, and classification were 
provided via student records through an automated process. 
The survey was administered during a two-week period, from February 24 through March 9. 
Survey Results 
In all, 839 students entered the survey on MyUNIverse, with between 814 and 816 answering 
each of the multiple-choice questions. (About 20 students apparently entered the survey and 
decided not to take it.) This compares favorably with the 757 responses generated during the 
1994 Category IV survey. Of the 839 responses, 538 (64.1 %) were female, and 301 (35.9%) 
were male. Male students were slightly more likely to enter the survey and not answer the 
questions; the percentage of answers coming from female students for any given multiple-choice 
question was consistently just above 65%. About 43.9% of the 839 respondents were juniors and 
56.1 % were seniors. (See Table B 1 in Appendix D.) The responses were well distributed across 
the colleges at UNI (See Table B2 in Appendix D). 
Courses Taken 
About three-quarters (75.29%) of the classes identified by students in Question 1 as satisfying 
the Category IV requirements were taken at UNI, with the remainder being taken elsewhere 
(Table 3B). Introduction to Psychology (400:008) was the course most frequently identified 
(358 times). This was followed by World Geography (970:040), and Human Identity and 
Relationships (310:053). Of courses taken elsewhere, classes comparable to Introduction to 
Psychology were most frequently cited. 
Summary of Responses to Multiple-Choice Questions 
Summary results for the multiple-choice questions are provided in Appendix D (See Table B4.) 
The most positive responses were generated by questions on overall satisfaction with the choice 
of classes (Question 2, average score =2.04) and questions that addressed the broader aims of a 
liberal arts education, such as contributing to a knowledge and understanding of the world 
(Question 3, average response =2.16) and contributing to students' perceptions of themselves as 
well-educated people (Question 10, average response =2.28). 
The question with the most negative (or neutral) response focused on behavior outside the 
classroom (Question 6, on whether students are more likely to read a book, magazine, etc. related 
to issues studied in class; average score =2.91). Question 4, on the effect of Category IV classes 
on changing students' perceptions of the world, also generated more neutral responses (average 
score =2.80), as did questions on mastering helpful skills (Question 8, average score =2.71) and 
learning useful theoretical frameworks (Question 9, average score =2.70). Students in the 
College of Social Sciences and Behavioral Sciences gave much more positive responses to all 
these questions, as noted below. 
/ 
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Summary of Individual Questions 
Question 2: The first multiple-choice question, on the selection of available classes, recei ved a 
very favorable response (see Table B4 in Appendix D). Over 81 % of respondents were either 
very much (25.37%) or somewhat (56.25%) satisfied with the choice of classes that can be used 
to fulfill the Social Science category. Only 12 students (1.47%) responded that they were not at 
all satisfied. The average score of 2.04 was the most favorable in the survey. This was a new 
question, i.e., not one analogous to a question asked in the Category IV student perceptions 
survey conducted in 1994. 
Question 3: Similarly, over 82% of respondents answered that the courses in this category 
contributed to their knowledge and understanding of the world, either to a great degree (17.52%) 
or to some degree (65.20%). The average response was 2.16. This question is nearly identical to 
one asked in the survey conducted in 1994, although the 1994 version asked this question 
individually for each class. In 1994, the average response, across all classes, was 2.19. 
Question 4: Students were more divided, however, on the issue of whether the courses changed 
their perspective on the world. Over 52% responded positively, that the Category IV courses had 
changed their perspective to a great degree (10.69%) or to some degree (41.65%). However, 
about one-third (33.05%) of respondents answered, "No, not a great deal." The average response 
was 2.80. This question is similar to one in the 1994 survey, except that the word "views" in the 
earlier survey was changed to "perspective" in the cun·ent survey. In 1994, the average response, 
across all classes, was 3.00. In both surveys, respondents seem to be indicating that, although 
Category IV classes may strengthen their knowledge or understanding, they do not necessarily 
change their views or perspectives. 
Question 5: In response to the question on citizenship, most students indicated that the courses 
provided knowledge and skills that will help them be informed and active citizens (14.48% 
responding "Yes, very much so" and 50.06% responding "Yes, somewhat so). The average 
score was 2.49. This question is somewhat similar to one asked 1994 ("Did the course provide 
methodologies and skills to help you think critically and make informed choices about your role 
in society?"). In 1994, the average response, across all classes, was 2.63. 
Question 6: Respondents were split on whether the classes made them more likely to read a 
book, newspaper rep0l1, or magazine article that relates to issues studied in class. Just under 50 
percent responded positively (15.09% "Yes, very much so" and 33.87% "Yes, somewhat so"), 
but 40% responded negatively (25.28% "No, not much" and 14.72% "No, not at all"), with the 
rest being unsure. The average response for this question was 2.91, the most negative/neutral 
response in the survey. This was a new question, i.e., not one related to a question from the 1994 
survey. 
Question 7: Students are somewhat likely to use ideas and information from these classes in 
discussions and arguments outside of class. Over 61 % responded positively (12.76% "Yes, to a 
great degree" and 48.83% "Yes, to some degree"). The average response was 2.62. This was a 
new question. 
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Question 8: Over 50% of students responded that they learned information or mastered skills in 
their Social Science classes that will be helpful in their career or work environments (14.23% 
"Yes, to a great degree" and 40.61 % "Yes, to some degree"). The average response was 2.71. 
(For students in the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences, the average score was 2.21.) This 
was a new question. 
Question 9: Students were asked if they learned useful theoretical frameworks for understanding 
the social sciences. Although the responses were generally positive, 21.96% responded "Not 
sure," the largest "Not sure" response in the survey. The average response for the question was 
2.70. A similar but more specific question was asked in 1994 ("Was a theoretical framework 
offered to help you organize and interpret the facts which were presented?"). In 1994, the 
average score, across all classes, was 2.41. 
Question 10: Finally, students responded that the courses did indeed contribute to their sense of 
themselves as well-educated people. Over 75% responded positively (18.43% "Yes, very much 
so" and 56.63% "Yes, somewhat so"). The average response was 2.28. Again, a similar but 
more specific question was asked in 1994 ("Did the courses in the social science category 
contribute to your general education?") In 1994, this question was asked of the category as a 
whole (as in the current survey), but no neutral ("not sure") option was offered. The average 
score in 1994 was 2.01. 
Variation in Responses by Subgroup 
Gender: Slightly more positive (i.e., favorable) responses were given by female students. The 
main exception was Question 7, on using information from class in discussions and arguments 
outside of class. (See Table B5 in Appendix D). 
Class: Slightly more positive responses were received from juniors, the only exception being 
Question 5, on using knowledge and skills from class to become informed and active citizens 
(See Table B6 in Appendix D). 
College: The most positive responses to all the questions were given by students in the College 
of Social and Behavioral Sciences. Less positive responses were given by students from the other 
colleges, in particular Business Administration and Natural Sciences, although the pattern of 
responses varies by question (See Table B7 in Appendix D). 
Summary of Free Response Question 
The final question of the survey asked for additional comments related to the students' 
responses. In this section of the report, several categorized lists of representative comments 
(verbatim throughout) are provided. 
On the positi ve side, several students indicated that they appreciate the overall benefit of the 
social science component of the Liberal Arts Core: 
• 	 I believe the Social Science aspect of education is great. Other areas need to be 

examined. Social sciences are fundamental to education. 
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• 	 I'm glad I was able to take what I took for classes. 
• 	 I believe these classes help provide a good background of knowledge for students. 
Eliminating this core would be detrimental to the well-rounded education we receive. 
One of the main reasons I chose UNI was due to the general education requirements. It 
has provided me with a wide range of information I would not have had otherwise. 
• 	 I think there are a variety or choices for students to choose in this category. And all of 
them are very interesting topics in the Social Sciences category and are very helpful with 
everyday life. 
• 	 I don't think that any adjustments should be made to the arts core. It is all apart of the 
college experience, to learn and come out of college a more educated and well-rounded 
person. 
• 	 I was very satisfied. I believe that when every student takes social science courses, in 
addition to their major courses, they have received a well-rounded education. 
• 	 These courses showed me that there are so many explanations for the way that humans 
interact with each other that I can spend decades studying them before they all fit. I know 
which ones I agree with from my understanding, and I know how to talk about 
things/think about things that otherwise I would be unable to talk about. 
• 	 The class I took was much more difficult and complex than I imagined going into it. It 
helped me be aware of certain things, such as the economic/electoral cycle that shape our 
everyday lives 
• 	 I enjoyed the classes that I decided to take. They were very infonnative. 
• 	 I was very happy with the courses I chose to take as part of the liberal arts requirement. I 
really enjoyed them and wouldn't have changed my decision to take these three classes. 
Students also identified specific results provided by their social science Liberal Arts Core 
classes, such as specific knowledge, a broader or deeper perspective, and changes in behavior: 
• 	 I was very satisfied with the classes and they did contribute to my knowledge and 
understanding of the world around me. They also provided me knowledge and skills to be 
an active member of the community I life in. My career is going to be in the social 
science area so I definitely think the things I learned in these classes will help my future 
endeavors. 
• 	 I am satisfied with the selection of classes that are available to choose from. The classes 
that I have taken from the social science category have provided me with useful 
infonnation that will benefit me in my daily life as well as in my career choice. I have 
been more likely to read information relevant to the topics that I have learned about 
through these courses because I find the topics very interesting and helpful. 
• 	 Social science classes at UNI are excellent. They have opened my eyes to many issues 
that are not talked about in the mainstream press, and I think they have played a very 
important role in my education. I feel much more informed about the world. Furthermore, 
I feel the desire to BE informed. The social science courses at UNI have helped to 
develop my sense of social responsibility, and have helped me gain a broad 
understanding of the world in which we live. 
• 	 I think the classes chosen to fulfill my Social Science requirements will help me in my 
professional and personal life. I know that since I started attending UNI I have grown as 
an adult. I am also more likely to debate coworkers and friends about relevant issues in 
society and around the world. 
/ 
Liberal Arts Core Category IV Review 24 
• 	 I am more likely to read a book, newspaper or magazine article dealing w/social 
problems discussed in previous classes because I am more interested in these now due to 
the classes 
• 	 I think these classes provided some great information about why our world is the way it is 
today. They made me think about why I do and believe the things I do, and sometimes 
challenged my own stereotypes. 
• 	 Many of them didn't change my perspective that much, but gave me more confidence in 
the perspective I already had. 
• 	 I learned a lot about the world and just the way it works in general, I'm not how I am 
going to use this info. yet in my major, but I am sure it will come in useful somewhere, 
and at least now I have a better understanding of not only what is going on in the world, 
but why it is going on also. 
• 	 much more likely to read about related issues 
• 	 I have learned a lot about development and how a family functions which will be useful 
in my career but also in my personal life. 
• 	 I believe these classes are beneficial to students in the sense that it opens our eyes to how 
things really are. 
Finally, several students indicated that they had selected or changed their course of study as a 
direct result of Category IV classes: 
• 	 Because of the liberal arts social sciences requirement, I decided to major in sociology. 
• 	 These courses lead me to decide on pursuing a major in social work. 
• 	 These classes peaked my interest as far as wanting to be a women's studies minor! 
• 	 Because of the political science courses I took, I changed my major from history to 
Political Science, with a minor in International Relations. 
• 	 The option of introduction to psychology put a hold on me and aided me in declaring 
Psychology as one of my majors. 
• 	 The Social Science category classes helped me find my major. I took the classes to fulfill 
requirements and wa interested in the material so much I decided to declare a major. I 
have taken more classes in this area and believe that they have made me more aware of 
the world around me. 
• 	 I enjoyed these classes, they got me interested in the related fields. 
On the other hand, the perception of these courses as "just gen ed" remains, especially when the 
courses are unrelated to students' major fields of study: 
• 	 These were gen ed. courses and the reason I took them were not out of enjoyment. If I 
could have taken other classes that would relate to my interest or field I most certainly 
would have. 
• 	 I took the classes, but looking back, it was pretty much a waste of time and money since I 
don't remember anything from them. Same goes with all gen. ed. classes. The only 
classes that have mattered to me and that I remember anything from are my major 
classes. 
• 	 These classes are a waste of time. I would rather take a class that relates to my major and 
helps me in a profession that i am going into that sleep through a class that I am required 
to take. 
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• 	 i was not satisfied with the class options to satisfy the social science category because 
most of them had nothing to do with my major so i was not interested in the class making 
if hard to want to go and put the time in because i am not really going to use any of the 
information throughout my career choices. 
• 	 Were courses of this nature not require, I probably would not have taken any of them--in 
favor of courses in my major. I selected the courses because I was mildly interested in 
what I predicted the content to include. I am extremely disappointed that I was tested 
over the professors' opinions. I simply memorized data and regurgitated it for exams; I 
would have little trouble in finding other data to refute what was taught as correct. 
• 	 the classes were interesting to some extent, but by and large the impression is that 
everyone takes the classes just to get them over with. Perhaps finding ways to make the 
classes more relevant or connected to the big majors offered on campus (i.e business, 
teaching, sciences) would be beneficial. 
• 	 I felt that the courses that I took did provide valuable information but I don't think that I 
use much of it outside the classroom. Perhaps, if I were going into a field that was more 
closely related to these courses the information would prove to be more valuable. As 
general education courses, they don't relate to the major that I have chosen. 
• 	 Even though these classes were required, I don't really remember anything about them. I 
simply took them to finish my general education classes. 
Some students also perceived that the "just gen ed" attitude extended to instructors' interest in 
teaching these classes: 
• 	 I feel that teachers do not take general education courses very seriously and that feeling is 
reciprocated by the students. It all leads to not learning anything that you don't already 
know! 
• 	 If the teachers treated these courses as seriously as they do in their "major" courses they 
would be better. 
• 	 I don't think it was so much the subject matter or that caused me to be disappointed with 
my social science classes as it was the instructors . Their teaching styles and methods 
were not beneficial to me as a student and I feel like I did not learn as much useful 
information as I could have because of the way they structured and taught the courses. 
• 	 These classes were a pathetic waste of time. They were dumbed down to such an extent 
that they contained no real information. The professors treated them as what they are: a 
gen ed that no one wants to take and no one wants to teach. They all felt as if I was just 
"doing my time" to fulfill my requirements. I got good grades in all three. I usually did 
other homework during the lectures. 
Several students noted that the material in these classes was too basic, although the opposite 
view was also expressed: 
• 	 these classes were very general, and just retold, or enforced things that i already knew 
• 	 I would have preferred to gain more from these general classes. They should have been 
more specific in the theories they taught and related them to the real world. Instead, they 
were based upon the text but only a few main topics were actually discussed throughout 
the course. 
/ 
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• 	 I came from a well-educated family and completed a rigorous college preparatory 
program at my high school. I feel these courses were beneath courses I had already taken 
and failed to challenge me. 
• 	 I feel that most of these classes are redundant due to the fact that a great majority are 
required to take these classes in high school. We are paying to take classes about topics 
that we already know about. I feel that these credits would be better off as open electives 
that could be used for a minor of some sort, allowing a larger number of students to 
graduate in 4 years with both a major and a minor rather than the usual 5, that seems to be 
the going number right now. I am not saying these classes aren't interetsting, Ijust feel 
that these credits would be better used in some other dept. 
• 	 I understand why you have this courses as a requirement, but I have not used any of the 
information in the three years after I completed the courses. I believe that the couses 
stressed me out more when taking them rather than myself learning from them. The 
information was just fed to me in lecture courses possibly if the teaching style was 
changed and the infonnation was brought down to a more basic level I and others may 
enjoy the class, learn something, and be more likely to use the infonnation later in life . 
Some students identified the available selection of these classes as a concern: 
• 	 The classes provided need more availability. Also, the classes should be taught by 

different instructors, instead of the same professor time and time again . 

• 	 I found that the choices that I had in this category were not what I was really interested 
in . I did learn some things that I didn't know before, but I would have been interested in a 
more diverse selection . 
• 	 The reason I was not as satisfied as I could have been with the choices I had in class to 
fulfill the Social Science category was mainly because the classes that I wanted to take 
were full, so I had to register for classes I didn't want to take. If it were easier to register 
for classes you wanted to take at UN!, I would have been more satisfied with the Social 
Science catergory, and other categories for that matter. 
• 	 I found the selection of classes to be very limited. Interesting classes were few, and the 
classses taken were very uninfonnative and biased. I don't feel that these classes were 
benificial in any way. 
• 	 I really wish that some of the general education courses were more in the business 
emphasis as that is what my major is in. I also wish I could have had more business 
classes that I wanted to take. I also would have liked to take more psychology classes as I 
think they are interesting. 
Students also offered a few comments regarding the organization of the Category IV 
requirement. There was some preference for more choices, although this sentiment was not 
universal: 
• 	 I think that there should be more classes offered in this category, or, instead of there 
being three subcategories, just list all the classes altogether and have students pick two 
for the requirement. I believe three courses from this group is way too many. 
• 	 Yes, I was satisfied with the courses that I chose, but I think they provide too many 
choices that are too well defined. I think core classes should be core classes. I chose 
Psych, World Geography, and Econ . to be more well rounded in my education, but some 
deal with more specific things and I think students take them cause they think they are 
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easier, but then they do not learn as much about core things such as pyschology, 
geography, and economics. In our world we live in today, these things really matter. 
• 	 I think it is nice to have so many choices but I think they need to be broken down in a 
different way of requiring these courses, because people look for the easiest courses to 
take, not what will give them the most knowledge for life so I think less choices with a 
broader subject area covered in the course would provide for more learning. 
• 	 i believe that much of our genereal ed classes are a waste of our time and money 
especially when the teachers cant teach. I feel that this needs to be looked at and given a 
choice to students. I would have rather had more options to choose from such has having 
more elective classes and less gen ed classes. This way we can explore more things and 
not have to go to college for 6 years just to complete whats required and then maybe what 
we want to explore beyond what is required for electives. I feel that some not all gen ed 
classes were a waste of my time and money and would have much more used that money 
to take other classes. 
• 	 The classes to choose from all are very similar. Having to fulfil one from 3 different 
catagories seemed very useless as I don't feel I learned anything more than I learned in 
high school. I came to college to continue my education not review my high school 
courses. These requirements need to be reviewed and reorganized. Whether fewer are 
required or there are 3 total that we can choose from. Also, you could add some options 
into these categories. Look at what Iowa and Iowa state allows for this type of 
requirement and make ours similar. 
Few students stressed the importance of theoretical perspectives (the subject of Question 9 in the 
survey). Instead, they tended to prefer a more practical emphasis: 
• 	 I feel that these classes helped me to want to learn more about the world and what is 
going on in it, yet I do not feel that I really learned anything else or were taught well in 
any of these classes 
• 	 more hands on opportunities would have made the courses more worth my time. 
• 	 The courses were helpful in the Social Science Dept. but some required community or 
field experiences would have furthered my knowledge and allowed me to transferr my 
knowledge from the classroom to a professional setting in which I could put theory into 
work and see it's results first hand 
• 	 I do use some of the knowledge that i learned in these classes but there is a lot i will not 
remember unless i am refreshed 
• 	 I thought that the classes were interesting and ejoyabe but I do not feel that I gained and 
lot of information on how to act or treat others. 
• 	 I like that you're trying to assess how much these classes encourage students to think 
critically. This should be stressed more in liberal arts courses, where as theories should be 
covered in major classes. Assigning novels to read, discussing them, and tying them into 
current events and issues seems to be the most enlightening way to get students to think 
critically. Few classes do this at UNI and I think it's a shame. 
• 	 It's a good balance of knowledge for real-life. But the theoretical perspectives does not 
really relate. I wouldn't read about Comte or too much about Freud on my own. But 
knowing how people think and react differently is a good tool. 
• 	 Too much theory in these classes. I'd like it much better if there was more hands on 
experienece and if we were given a chance to apply the theories. Otherwise it's worthless. 
/ 
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I took many social Science classes in highschool and at the University I would like to 
concentrate more on my major. And social science has nothing to do with it. 
Summary 
In the multiple choice portion of the survey, students responded most favorably to questions 
regarding their choice of classes in the social science category, and to more general questions on 
the effect of these classes on their knowledge, understanding, and their sense of themselves as 
well-educated people. The less positive responses concerned specific acti vities like reading a 
book or using ideas in discussions outside of class, as well as abstract theoretical frameworks and 
changing perceptions of the world. Comparisons with the 1994 survey are hindered by 
differences in wording and format, as well as slight differences in the composition of 
respondents. However, the current survey generally tended to yield slightly more positive 
responses, except where there were significant changes in wording. 
Similarly, the free responses indicated that many students acknowledge and appreciate the 
objectives of a liberal arts education, have been positively affected by their Category IV classes, 
and are satisfied with the courses they took. Criticisms focused on these classes as having little 
practical use, especially when they are unrelated to their majors. Other concerns focused on the 
selection of classes and the level of instruction. 
/ 
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Overall Summary and Recommendations 

Overall Summary 
In general, this evaluation indicates that the LAC Category IV is meeting the revised 
goals and objectives developed by the Student Outcomes Assessment subcommittee for this 
report. Survey and focus group responses from faculty indicated that courses generally matched 
their description well and that the breadth of content identified in the category goals was covered 
in the courses. Survey responses from students indicated generally satisfaction with the category 
IV courses, and that the courses helped students understand their world better. Although the 
committee developed a plan to assess student outcomes, that plan will not be implemented until 
Fall 2003. Assessments of what students learned in the category will be important to validate the 
posi ti ve nature of the faculty and student perceptions data. 
Our evaluation indicated that there appears to be an implicit core to the category. That is, 
there are courses that are taken more frequently than others. This is at least partly caused by large 
discrepancies in the number of sections and seats available for each course. Indeed, there were 
four courses in the category that were not offered over the period of our evaluation (A Y 2002­
2003). However, the existence of an implicit core may also reflect student interests or the lack of 
available teaching staff. The three courses that student survey respondents indicated taking most 
frequently were Introduction to Psychology, World Geography, and Human Identity and 
Relationships. Of some concern to the committee is that students may not achieve the desired 
breadth of knowledge in the implicit core. For example, there is likely to be significant overlap in 
the content coverage ofIntroduction to Psychology and Human Identity and Relationships. 
Possible Realignment of Category 4 Courses 
Given our concerns about the breadth of perspective received in the current alignment of 
category 4 courses, we believe that the courses in the category could be realigned to increase the 
depth of knowledge gained in the core. We recommend that Dean Julia Wallace consider ways in 
which the core could be realigned to promote the categories goals and objective. 
Below, we present one scenario to realign courses in the category. First, courses with no 
enrollment in A Y 2002-2003 would be dropped. These courses are apparently offered 
infrequently. This would reduce the number of course options from 18 to 14 and address the 
issue some have raised that there are too many courses in the category. Second, students would 
be required to take one course from each of 3 new sections: 
o Group A: Individual & Cultural Perspectives 
o Group B: Institutional Perspectives 
o Group C: International Perspectives 
This realignment accomplishes three things. First, it places courses together that are 
seemingly related and that faculty indicate offer similar content emphases. Second, it better 
ensures that students will complete the category with a breadth of knowledge about social issues. 
/ 
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Third, it requires students to take a course with an international perspective at a time when global 
understanding is arguably more important than it ever has been. 
This is what the enrollment table from 2002-2003 would look like under the proposed 
realignment: 
Number Name Sections 
Fall/Spring 
Fall 
2002 
Spring 
2003 
Total 
Enroll 
Group A: Individual & Cultural Perspectives 3602 
310:053 Human Identity & Relations 7/5 451 290 741 
400:008 I ntro to Psychology 5/4 979 644 1623 
980:058 Principles of Sociology* 6/7 451 414 865 
900:020 Women Men & Society 4/4 164 147 311 
450:045 Am Racial & Ethnic Stud 1/2 26 36 62 
Group B: Institutional Perspectives 1631 
900:023 ~merican Civilization 11/9 331 289 620 
920:024 Intro to Economics 2/3 174 158 332 
942:014 Intro American Politics 2/3 243 262 505 
980:060 Social Problems 1/1 129 45 174 
Group C: International Perspectives 2314 
450:041 Social Welfare World View 3/3 113 113 226 
943:024 International Relations 4/5 128 163 291 
970:010 Human Geography* 4/3 224 138 362 
970:040 World Geography 4/4 528 499 1027 
990:011 Culture Nature & Society 5/4 222 186 408 
What becomes immediately apparent is that instructors in Group B would have to be 
willing to teach more or larger course sections. The same is also true, to a lesser extent, for 
Group C. In contrast, instructors in Group A, particularly those teaching Intro to Psychology, 
would likely have to accept smaller sections. However, it is important to distinguish students 
taking the above courses to fulfill LAC requirements versus those taking the courses as an 
elective. Unfortunately, it is not possible to know that information. 
*John Johnson proposed moving Principles of Sociology into the institutional category. 
Tim Strauss proposed moving Human Geography into the institutional category. Dr. Johnson's 
proposal, in particular, would help to even out enrollments across the categories. 
Possible Reduction in Core Requirements 
Although the conunittee did not consider this issue, we are aware that the University 
Liberal Arts Core Committee is considering a recommendation to reduce the number of credits 
required in Category IV. This may be consistent with our recommendation that the number of 
courses in the category be reduced. However, consideration of reducing the number of credits in 
the category was beyond the scope of the committee's work. 
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Appendix A 
Faculty Survey Results: Additional Tables 
Table A 1. Number of faculty respondents by type of course. 
Course Number of 
Respondents 
American Civilization 4 
Human Geography 2 
World Geography 2 
Principles of Sociology 3 
Culture, Nature, and Society 1 
Human Identity and Relationships 1 
Introduction to Psychology 6 
Introduction to Economics 2 
Introduction to American Politics 2 
Social Welfare: A World View 2 
Women, Men, and Society 1 
Social Problems 1 
International Relations 2 
Table A2. Mean ratings of degree to which course content corresponds to course 
description by course type. (Scale: "1 =not very much", "2 =somewhat", "3 =very much".) 
Course Description 
Correspondence 
American Civilization 3 
Human Geography 3 
World Geography 3 
Principles of Sociology 2.7 
Culture, Nature, and Society 3 
Human Identity and Relationships 2 
Introduction to Psychology 2.7 
Introduction to Economics 2 .5 
Introduction to American Politics 3 
Social Welfare: A \Vorld View 2.5 
Women, Men, and Society 3 
Social Problems 3 
International Relations 3 
Total 2.8 
I 
- -
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h .Table A3 . M f d b 
~ . 
This course focuses on: This course contributes to knowledge of the influence of: 
Human Relation- Institu- Econo- Enviom- Geo- Psych-Historica Socio-PoliticalBehavior tions mic mental graphicalships I ological cultural 
American 2.5 2 2.8 2 1.8 2.8 3 3 1.5 2.8Civilization 
Human 2.53 2 3 2 3 2 2 1.5 3Geography 
World 2 2.52.5 2.5 3 3 2.5 2 .5 1.5 3Geography 
Principles of 2.7 2.7 23 3 2.3 2.3 2 .3 1.7 3Sociology 
Culture, 
Nature and 2 13 3 2 2 2 2 1 3 
Society 
Human 
Identity and 2 1 2 23 3 1 3 3 3 
Relation. 
Introduction to 2.8 1 2.8 1.33 1.3 1.8 1.7 2.8 3Psychology 
Introduction to 2 2.5 2 23 3 2 3 1 1.5Economics 
Introduction to 
American 22.5 2 2 1 23 3 1 1.5 
Politics 
Social 
Welfare: A 3 2.5 2.5 2.5 3 3 
World View 
Women, Men, 
3 3 3 3 
2 13 2 2 2 2 2 33
and Society 
Social 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 1 3Problems 
Internat. 2 2.5 1.52 3 1.5 2.5 2 23Relations 
Table A4 . Number of faculty using each type of instructional method/total number of faculty respondents by course type. 
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Course Lecture Discussion Student 
Collaboration 
Simulations/ 
Demonstrations 
Case Studies Field Trips Guest 
Speakers 
American 
Civilization 
4/4 4/4 0/4 0/4 2/4 0/4 0/4 
Human 
Geography 
2/2 112 012 212 112 0/2 012 
World 
Geography 
212 112 012 0/2 112 012 112 
Principles of 
Sociology 
3/3 3/3 2/3 2/3 0/3 0/3 2/3 
Culture, Nature, 
and Society 
111 111 0/1 011 111 011 011 
Human Identity 
and 
Relationships 
111 111 1/1 111 111 011 111 
Introduction to 
Psychology 
6/6 5/6 2/6 5/6 2/6 0/6 0/6 
Introduction to 
Economics 
2/2 2/2 112 112 012 012 012 
Introduction to 
American 
Politics 
2/2 1/2 012 1/2 012 012 012 
Social Welfare: 
A World View 
2/2 2/2 212 0/2 012 012 2/2 
Women, Men, 
and Society 
111 111 0/1 011 011 011 011 
Social Problems 111 111 111 111 011 0/1 011 
Intemati onal 
Relations 
2/2 112 2/2 1/2 012 012 012 
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Table AS. Number of faculty using each type of textual resource/total number of faculty respondents by course type. 

Course Textbook Other Books Study Guide Magazine/ 
Newspaper 
Articles 
Journal 
Articles 
Web-Based 
Text 
Other 
Primary 
Sources 
American 
Civilization 
2/4 4/4 0/4 2/4 0/4 1/4 3/4 
Human 
Geography 
2/2 1/2 112 1/2 1/2 2/2 0/2 
World 
Geography 
2/2 112 2/2 212 112 112 0/2 
Principles of 
Sociology 
3/3 2/3 1/3 113 1/3 0/3 0/3 
Culture, Nature, 
and Society 
111 111 0/1 0/1 0/1 0/1 011 
Human Identity 
and 
Relationships 
111 011 0/1 1/1 111 111 011 
Introduction to 
Psychology 
6/6 1/6 2/6 116 3/6 6/6 0/6 
Introduction to 
Economics 
2/2 0/2 2/2 2/2 0/2 1/2 1/2 
Introduction to 
American 
Politics 
212 112 112 112 0/2 112 0/2 
Social Welfare: 
A World View 
2/2 0/2 0/2 1/2 112 1/2 012 
I 
Women, Men, 
and Society 
011 111 0/1 011 0/1 011 1/1 I 
Social Problems 111 111 011 1/1 1/1 0/1 111 I 
International 
Relations 
-­
2/2 1/2 1/2 112 1/2 112 012 
( 
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Table A6. Number of faculty using each type of multi-media instructional resource/total number of faculty respondents by course type. 
~. 
Course PowerPoint Web Pages Videos Transparencies Slides (non-
PowerPoint) 
Maps GIS 
American 
Civi Iizati on 
2/4 2/4 3/4 4/4 0/4 4/4 0/4 
Human 
Geography 
112 112 2/2 1/2 1/2 2/2 1/2 
World 
Geography 
112 112 0/2 2/2 0/2 2/2 0/2 
I 
Principles of 
Sociology 
3/3 3/3 3/3 2/3 0/3 1/3 0/3 
I 
Culture, Nature, 
and Society 
0/1 0/1 111 0/1 0/1 0/1 0/1 
Human Identity 
and 
Relationships 
1/1 111 1/1 0/1 011 0/1 0/1 
Introduction to 
Psychology 
6/6 6/6 6/6 4/6 0/6 0/6 0/6 
Introduction to 
Economics 
1/2 2/2 2/2 1/2 0/2 0/2 0/2 
Introduction to 
American 
Politics 
212 1/2 1/2 1/2 0/2 0/2 0/2 
Social Welfare: 
A World View 
112 112 2/2 112 112 0/2 0/2 
Women, Men, 
and Society 
0/1 0/1 1/1 1/1 011 0/1 0/1 
Social Problems 111 1/1 1/1 111 0/1 0/1 0/1 
International 
Relations 
0/2 1/2 2/2 112 1/2 1/2 0/2 
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Table A 7. Number of faculty providing each type of writing opportunity to students/total number of faculty respondents by course type. 

Course Topical Papers Book Review Article Review Essay Exams Journals Participation 
Cards/Questions 
American Civilization 2/4 0/4 0/4 3/4 0/4 0/4 
Human Geography 1/2 012 1/2 0/2 0/2 0/2 
World Geography 2/2 112 1/2 0/2 012 112 
Principles of Sociology 0/3 1/3 0/3 2/3 0/3 113 
Culture, Nature, and 
Society 
111 all all all all all 
Human Identity and 
Relationships 
111 all all 111 all 111 
Introduction to 
Psychology 
116 1/6 6/6 116 1/6 2/6 
Introduction to 
Economics 
0/2 0/2 112 1/2 0/2 2/2 
Introduction to 
American Politics 
1/2 012 0/2 012 0/2 0/2 
Social Welfare: A 
World View 
012 112 112 2/2 2/2 0/2 
Women, 11en, and 
Society 
all all all all 0/1 all 
Social Problems all all all all all all 
International Relations 1/2 0/2 012 0/2 0/2 0/2 
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Table A8. Number of pages of writing required of students by course type. 
/ 
Course Pages Written 
American Civilization 8, 10, 14 
12,15Human Geography 
World Geography 10 
10, 10Principles of Sociology 
Culture, Nature, and Societ~ 7 
Human Identity and Relationships 27 
1,2,2,3,15,30Introduction to Psychology 
Introduction to Economics 7,30 
Introduction to American Politics 0,11 
Social Welfare: A World View 20, 35 
-Women, Men, and Society 
Social Problems 15 
International Relations 6 
( 
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Table A9. Number of faculty using each type of assessment/total number of faculty respondents by course type. 
,
, 
Multiple 
Course choice/Matchingl Essay Exams Graded Papers Participation 
T-FExams 
American Civilization 3/4 3/4 2/4 4/4 
Human Geography 212 112 112 112 
World Geography 212 012 112 112 
Principles of Sociology 3/3 1/3 113 1/3 
Culture, Nature, and Society 111 011 111 011 
Human Identity and Relationships 111 011 111 011 
Introduction to Psychology 6/6 1/6 2/6 116 
Introduction to Economics 212 112 1/2 212 
Introduction to American Politics 2/2 0/2 1/2 112 
Social Welfare: A World View 012 2/2 2/2 012 
Women, Men, and Society 111 011 011 011 
Social Problems 111 011 111 111 
International Relations 2/2 012 112 212 
'------­
Attendance 
3/4 
2/2 
112 
1/3 
011 
011 
116 
112 
0/2 
112 
011 
111 
012 
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Table AlO. Average number of students faculty reported enrolled in each course per 
semester. 
Course Enrollment 
American Civilization 35,35,35,140 
Human Geography 50,90 
Warld Geography 50,200 
Principles of Sociology 45,200,200 
Culture, Nature, and Society 45 
Human Identity and Relationships 240 
Introduction to Psychology 150,195,200,200,200,200 
Introduction to Economics 62, 140 
Introduction to American Politics 120,360 
Social Welfare: A World View 40,48 
Women, Men, and Society 175 
Social Problems 50 
International Relations 80, 135 
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Table All. Academic Year 2002-2003 Official Course Enrollment 
Number Name Sections 
Fall/Spring 
Fall 
2002 
Spring 
2003 
Total 
Enroll 
Group A: Sociocultural & Historical Perspectives 3282 
900:023 American Civilization 11/9 331 289 620 
970:010 Human Geography 4/3 224 138 362 
970:040 World Geography 4/4 528 499 1027 
980:058 Principles of Sociology 6/7 451 414 865 
990:011 Culture Nature & Society 5/4 222 186 408 
Group B: Individual and Institutional Perspectives 3492 
310:053 Human Identity & Relations 7/5 451 290 741 
400:008 I ntro to Psychology 5/4 979 644 1623 
920:024 Intro to Economics 2/3 174 158 332 
942:014 Intro American Politics 2/3 243 262 505 
943:024 International Relations 4/5 128 163 291 
Group C; Topical Perspectives 773 
450:041 Social Welfare World View 3/3 113 113 226 
450:045 ~m Racial & Ethnic Stud 1/2 26 36 62 
900:020 Women Men & Society 4/4 164 147 311 
900:080 Conflict & Soc Reconstruct 0/0 0 0 0 
900:085 Nature of Soc Issues 0/0 0 0 0 
900:090 Child & Youth: Issues 0/0 0 0 0 
940:020 Contemp Pol it Problems 0/0 0 0 0 
980:060 Social Problems 1/1 129 45 174 
Note: 900:080 offered one section in Spring 2002; 940:020 offered two sections in Fall 
2001. Otherwise, courses with no enrollment in A Y 2002-2003 also had no enrollment in 
A Y 2001-2002. 
.. 
I 
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Appendix B: Faculty Perceptions Survey 
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Appendix C: Faculty Open-ended Responses 
Question 21. What suggestions do you have for the Social Sciences Liberal Arts category 
(IV) that would enhance a student's liberal education? 
AmeIican CiviJization 
- Judging from the comments I get from my American Civ students, they find many LAC 
classes boring because they tend to be too broad and generalized. I think they can actually 
get a better understanding as laid out in the goals by more of a "case study" approach in 
which they look at a specific topic deeply. This way they actually see the intricacies of 
human behavior and the forces that affect it. 
Human Geography 
- That each student be required to take at least one class from each of the disciplines in 
Social Sciences Liberal Arts category. 
World Geography 
-First: #17 -- Such work is optional, and has varied from semester to semester. 
-I feel that the World Geography course covers the intent of 
Principles of Sociology 
- Reduce class sizes and incorporate a greater emphasis on writing. Provide funding for 
TA positions that would enable the instructor(s) to assign more writing projects. 
Human Identity and Relationships 
-Change the negativity surrounding liberal arts core. I know the name has been changed, 
but student still call it "gen ed" or as I bring up in my course, the real name seems to be 
"just a gen ed". I think the message on how important these courses are starts with the 
faculty as instructor and as advisors. We need to get students thinking that these courses 
aren't less important as their major classes. 
Introduction to Psychology 
-smaller enrollment 
-More writing opportunities with careful feed back on the content and quality. 
Introduction to Economics 
-Seems like there is too much to choose from. Perhaps some courses should be linked 
together so the student gets a whole strand that is coherent, rather than bits and pieces of 
course work that is not well connected. Or the Instructor needs to do the connecting early 
in the course so the student can visualize the "sweep" of the social studies. 
- Do not allow students to transfer community college work to satisfy this category, even 
if the student gets an AA degree. 
Introduction to American politics 
-I think the category works well as is. 
I 
J 
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Social Welfare: A world view 
-Students need to be exposed to the world outside of Iowa and the United States by 
instructors who can facilitate the integration of the material and the transformation of the 
students' view of the world. 
-Offer more smaller sections. 
Women, Men, and Society 
-Require one course from A, one from B, and one from C, thereby making one section C 
course required. 
Social Problems 
-A course on ethics from the Philosophy Department 
International Relations 
-add "international" to the list of institutional, individual ... 
/ 
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Additional Comments: 
American Civilization 
- Some of the questions on this survey are so vague I'm not sure I understand what they 
mean. What courses in this category don't focus on human behavior -- How could they 
avoid it? What do you mean by human relationships - I get the feeling this refers to 
relationships on a very personal level, but can't really tell. 
-Question 17 is unclear--do you mean graded pages, notes, etc.? 
World Geography 
-I also teach in the Non-Western Areas section of the L.A. The students are not first-year 
in general, the course is not so much data-oriented, and the size is smaller. The outcome, 
I think, is better. 
Principles of Sociology 
-Due to the large number of students I have this semester, I am not doing any writing 
assignments. In the past I have used a reader book, with a 2 to 3 page assignment on 
each chapter. 
Introduction to Psychology 
-convenient survey 
-16. does not seem to include an option for written homework assignments (e.g. 
discussion questions, design an experiment, describe .... ) 
Introduction to Economics 
-In the Introduction to Economics class I taught I always tried to relate this body of 
knowledge to other areas of the Social Studies so students could see how the discipline is 
interconnected with politics, geography, society, and the human condition in general. 
American Government in a Comparative Perspective (Introduction to American Politics) 
-Please note that American Govt in Comparative Perspective (the option from the drop 
down menu) is no longer part Category IV and is not in the catalog any longer. It has 
been replaced by Introduction to American Politics which is the course I teach within 
Category IV. 
Social Welfare: A World View 
-I've written a book just for the course, am now working on an updated version. Critical 
thinking and an international perspective make this course ideal for all students. I would 
like to see our community colleges offer a comparable course to social welfare: a world 
VIew. 
-Education, ideally, should be driven by curiousity of the mind. Unfortunately, it is 
driven by which professor is most demanding, rather than by the ideal of enhancing 
democracy and citizenship principles, even within the class setting. 
I 
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Introduction to Economics 
-Students in my course come ill equipped for the demands placed on them in my course. 
Although they have satisfied the prerequisites, they demonstrate little understanding of 
what they should have learned in the prerequisite courses. Is anyone in the Registrar's 
office inforcing prerequisites? 
-The problem my student tent to have is not being able to learn much of anything on there 
own. They can recite definitions, but cannot put the concepts to use to improve their 
understanding of society. Not only do they lack basic critical thinking skills, they do not 
want to learn them, because learning critical thinking skills is just too difficult for them. 
Some exceptional students are able to pick up on the critical thinking skills, but they are 
very few in number." 
J 
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Appendix D: Results of Student Perceptions Survey 
Table B 1. Breakdown of Respondents by Demographics 
Classification Gender Count Percent 
3 Uunior) Female 247 29.44 

Male 121 14.42 

4 (senior) Female 291 34.68 

Male 180 21.45 

TOTAL 839 100.00 

Table B2. Breakdown of Respondents by College 
College Number Percent 
Business 206 24.55% 
Education 149 17.76% 
Humanities 157 18.71% 
Natural Science 102 12.16% 
Social Science 204 24.31 % 
General/none specific (e.g., pre-professional, 
undecided, general studies) 
21 2.50% 
Total 839 100% 
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Table B3. Summary of Question 1 (courses taken) 
Ouestion1: Which of the following 
courses (up to three) have you 
completed to satisfy the Liberal Arts 
Core "Social Science Category" 
requirement? Please check the courses 
you took 
Textbox Answer 
Taken at UNI Taken Elsewhere 
Count Percent Count Percent 
Human Identity and Relationships 
(310:053) 216 9.48 11 0.48 
Introduction to Psychology (400:008) 358 15.72 196 8.60 
Social Welfare: A World View 
( 450:041/900:041) 43 1.89 0 0.00 
American Racial and Ethnic Minorities 
( 450 :0451900:045/980:045) 10 0.44 5 0.22 
Women, Men, and Society (900:020) 77 3.38 5 0.22 
American Civilization (900:023) 142 6.23 40 1.76 
Conflict and Social Reconstruction 
(900:080) 8 0.35 0 0.00 
The Nature of Social Issues (900:085) 0 0.00 0 0.00 
Children and Youth: Issues and 
Controversies (900:090) 1 0.04 0 0.00 
Introduction to Economics (920:024) 60 2.63 11 0.48 
Principles of MacroeconomicslPrincip1es 
of Microeconomics (920:053/054) 110 4.83 72 3.16 
American Government in a Comparative 
Perspective (940:015) 24 1.05 23 1.01 
Contemporary Political Problems 
(940:020) 16 0.70 0 0.00 
World Politics (940:026) 47 2.06 2 0.09 
Introduction to American Politics 
(942 :014) 17 0.75 16 0.70 
International Relations (943 :024) 12 0.53 3 0.13 
Human Geography (970:010) 54 2.37 4 0.18 
World Geography (970:040) 227 9.96 20 0.88 
Principles of Sociology (980:058) 186 8.17 73 3.20 
Social Problems (980:060) 34 1.49 18 0.79 
Culture, Nature, and Society (990:011) 73 3.20 4 0.18 
Other course(s) taken, not directly 
comparable to the ones above 60 2.63 
Total =2278 1715 75.29 563 24.71 
, 
I 
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Table B4. Summary of Multiple-Choice Questions 
Considering these three courses as a group, please answer the following questions. 
2) Were you satisfied with the choice of classes that can be used to fulfill the Social 
Science category? 
Response ID Text of Response Count 
1 Yes, very much so 207 
2 Yes , somewhat so 459 
3 Not sure 70 
4 No, not much 68 
5 No, not at all 12 
*TOTAL QUESTION 2 816 
3) Did these courses contribute to your knowledge and understanding of the world 
in which you live? 
Response ID Text of Response Count 
1 Yes, to a great degree 143 
2 Yes, to some degree 532 
3 Not sure 27 
4 No, not a great deal 94 
5 No, not at all 20 
*TOTAL QUESTION 3 816 
4) Did these courses change your perspective on the world and the society in which 
you live? 
Response ID Text of Response Count 
1 Yes, to a great degree 87 
2 Yes, to some degree 339 
3 Not sure 79 
4 No, not a great deal 269 
5 No, not at all 40 
*TOT AL QUESTION 4 814 
5) Did these courses provide knowledge and skills that will help you be an informed 
and active citizen? 
Response ID Text of Response Count 
1 Yes, very much so 118 
2 Yes, somewhat so 408 
3 Not sure 93 
4 No, not much 161 
5 No, not at all 35 
*TOTAL QUESTION 5 815 
Average 
Percent Response 
25.37 
56.25 
8.58 
8.33 
1.47 
100.00 2.04 
Average 
Percent Response 
l7 .52 
65 .20 
3.31 
11.52 
2.45 
100.00 2.16 
Average 
Percent Response 
10.69 
41.65 
9.71 
33.05 
4.91 
100.00 2.80 
Average 
Percent Response 
14.48 
50.06 
11.41 
19.75 
4.29 
100.00 2.49 
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Table B4. Summary of Multiple-Choice Questions (continued) 
6) Are you more likely than before you took these classes to read a book, 
newspaper report, or magazine article that relates to issues you studied in class? 
Average 
Response ID Text of Response Count Percent Response 
1 Yes, very much so 123 15 .09 
2 Yes, somewhat so 276 33.87 
3 Not sure 90 11.04 
4 No, not much 206 25.28 
5 No, not at all 120 14.72 
*TOTAL QUESTION 6 815 100.00 2.91 
7) Do you use ideas and information from these classes in discussions and 
arguments you have outside of formal class settings? 
Average 
Response ID Text of Response Count Percent Response 
1 Yes, to a great degree 104 12.76 
2 Yes, to some degree 398 48 .83 
3 Not sure 73 8.96 
4 No, not a great deal 183 22.45 
5 No, not at all 57 6.99 
*TOT AL QUESTION 7 815 100.00 2.62 
8) Did you learn information or master skills in these classes that will be helpful in 
your career or work environment? 
Average 
Response ID Text of Response Count Percent Response 
1 Yes, to a great degree 116 14.23 
2 Yes, to some degree 331 40.61 
3 Not sure 108 13.25 
4 No, not a great deal 195 23.93 
5 No, not at all 65 7.98 
*TOT AL QUESTION 8 815 100.00 2.71 
9) Did you learn useful theoretical frameworks in these classes for understanding 
the social sciences? 
Average 
Response ID Text of Response Count Percent Response 
1 Yes, to a great degree 82 10.06 
2 Yes, to some degree 340 41.72 
3 Not sure 179 21.96 
4 No, not a great deal 169 20.74 
5 No, not at all 45 5.52 
*TOTAL QUESTION 9 815 100.00 2.70 
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Table B4: Summary of Multiple-Choice Questions (continued) 
10) Did these courses contribute to your sense of yourself as a well-educated 

person? 

Average 
Response ID Text of Response Count Percent Response 
1 Yes, very much so 150 18.43 
2 Yes, somewhat so 461 56.63 
3 Not sure 59 7.25 
4 No, not much 114 14.00 
5 No, not at all 30 3.69 
*TOTAL QUESTION 10 814 100.00 2.28 
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Table B5. Summary of multiple-choice responses by gender 
Question Male Female 
2 2.14 1.99 
3 2.20 2.14 
4 2.90 2.74 
5 2.54 2.47 
6 2.90 2.91 
7 2.47 2.70 
8 2.72 2.70 
9 2.73 2.68 
10 2.36 2.23 
Table B6. Summary of multiple-choice responses by classification 
Question Junior Senior 
2 1.99 2.09 
3 2.10 2.21 
4 2.71 2.87 
5 2.54 2.46 
6 2.85 2.95 
7 2.60 2.64 
8 2.67 2.74 
9 2.67 2.72 
10 2.22 2.32 
Table B7. Summary of multiple-choice responses by college 
Natural Social 
Question Business Education Humanities Science Science 
2 2.12 2.05 2.12 2.23 1.83 
3 2.30 2.20 2.22 2.30 1.89 
4 3.02 2.92 2.77 2.88 2.48 
5 2.65 2.55 2.50 2.61 2.24 
6 3.01 3.09 2.92 3.19 2.55 
7 2.81 2.89 2.67 2.71 2.18 
8 3.05 2.61 2.81 2.98 2.21 
9 2.79 2.79 2.81 2.91 2.34 
10 2.25 2.43 2.35 2.48 2.05 
